THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

Its essential propositions coincided with those of the
Traditionalists. But Popular Action (whose chief, Gil
Robles, had once said: "Let the miracle be performed
though the devil perform it"), in spite of having worked
on the monarchist side in the elections of April, 1931,
had said later that it would respect the Republic, though
it had never actually declared itself republican. Realising
that the new regime had a firm hold on almost all social
classes of the country, Popular Action seems to have
decided that instead of fighting it from the outside, it
would introduce itself into it, take the sting out of it,
domesticate it, and so by the most discreet methods finally
root up its life.

Popular Action also succeeded in imposing its politics
on other parties of less importance, among which the only
one worth mentioning is the Agrarian, over which Senor
Martinez de Velasco presided. This grew enormously
during the first years of the republican regime, not so
much by its own good luck as by the mistakes of others.
Forces which were completely monarchist willingly lived
almost outside the law in order to carry on their sub-
versive activities, and their small nucleus in the
government, debating in a sea of contradictions, induced
among the richer classes such fears for their capital that
the latter were impelled to seek a political refuge for
it.

This refuge for egotists, for non-combatants, could only
be Popular Action itself. This party therefore attracted
the most heterogeneous collection of people, and in a little
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